


Mother India is not a piece
of earth; she 1s a Power, a
Godhead, for all nations have
such a Devi supporting their
separate existence and keeping
it in being. Such Beings are as
real and more permanently real
than the men they influence,
but they belong to a higher
plane...

Wwhat is a Nation

For what is a nation? What is our mother-country? It is not a piece of
earth, nor a figure of speech, nor a fiction of the mind. It is a mighty
Shakti, composed of the Shaktis of all the millions of units that make up
the nation, just as Bhawani Mahisha-Mardini sprang into being from the
Shaktis of all the millions of gods assembled in one mass of force and
welded into unity. The Shakti we call India, Bhawani Bharati, is the living
unity of the Shaktis of three hundred millions of people.

Each nation is a Shakti or power of the evolving spirit in humanity and
lives by the principle which it embodies. India is the Bharata Shakti, the
living energy of a great spiritual conception, and fidelity to it is the very
principle of her existence. For by its virtue alone she has been one of
the immortal nations; this alone has been the secret of her amazing
persistence and perpetual force of survival and revival.



The Standard Bearers of
a Tew Faunanily

Our call is to young India. It is the young who must be the builders of
the new world,—not those who accept the competitive individualism, the
capitalism or the materialistic communism of the West as India’s future
ideal, nor those who are enslaved to old religious formulas and cannot
believe in the acceptance and transformation of life by the spirit, but all
who are free in mind and heart to accept a completer truth and labour
for a greater ideal. They must be men who will dedicate themselves not
to the past or the present but to the future. They will need to consecrate
their lives to an exceeding of their lower self, to the realisation of God
in themselves and in all human beings and to a whole-minded and
indefatigable labour for the nation and for humanity. This ideal can be as
yet only a little seed and the life that embodies it a small nucleus, but it is
our fixed hope that the seed will grow into a great tree and the nucleus
be the heart of an ever extending formation. It is with a confident trust
in the spirit that inspires us that we take our place among the standard-
bearers of the new humanity that is struggling to be born amidst the
chaos of a world in dissolution and of the future India, the greater India of
the rebirth that is to rejuvenate the mighty outworn body of the ancient
Mother.

The Sun of Jndias Destiny

They must have the firm faith that India must rise and be great and that
everything that happened, every difficulty, every reverse must help and
further their end. The trend was upward and the time of decline was
over. The morning was at hand and once the light had shown itself, it
could never be night again. The dawn would soon be complete and the
sun rise over the horizon. The sun of India’s destiny would rise and fill all
India with its light and overflow India and overflow Asia and overflow the
world. Every hour, every moment could only bring them nearer to the
brightness of the day that God had decreed.



A Great eritage

Indian civilisation has been the form and expression of a culture as great
as any of the historic civilisations of mankind, great in religion, great in
philosophy, great in science, great in thought of many kinds, great in
literature, art and poetry, great in the organisation of society and politics,
great in craft and trade and commerce.

In what field indeed has not India attempted, achieved, created, and in all
on a large scale and yet with much attention to completeness of detail? Of
her spiritual and philosophic achievement there can be no real question.
They stand there as the Himalayas stand upon the earth in the phrase of
Kalidasa, prthivya iva manadandah, “as if earth’s measuring rod,” mediating
still between earth and heaven, measuring the finite, casting their plummet
far into the infinite, plunging their extremities into the upper and lower
seas of the superconscient and the subliminal, the spiritual and the natural
being. But if her philosophies, her religious disciplines, her long list of
great spiritual personalities, thinkers, founders, saints are her greatest
glory, as was natural to her temperament and governing idea, they are by
no means her sole glories, nor are the others dwarfed by their eminence.
It is now proved that in science she went farther than any country before
the modern era, and even Europe owes the beginning of her physical
science to India as much as to Greece, although not directly but through
the medium of the Arabs. And, even if she had only gone as far, that would
have been sufficient proof of a strong intellectual life in an ancient culture.
Especially in mathematics, astronomy and chemistry, the chief elements
of ancient science, she discovered and formulated much and well and
anticipated by force of reasoning or experiment some of the scientific
ideas and discoveries which Europe first arrived at much later, but was
able to base more firmly by her new and completer method. She was
well-equipped in surgery and her system of medicine survives to this day
and has still its value, though it declined intermediately in knowledge
and is only now recovering its vitality.




A Greatl Sndeavour

We must resume India’s great interrupted endeavour; we must take up
boldly and execute thoroughly in the individual and in the society, in the
spiritual and in the mundane life, in philosophy and religion, in art and
literature, in thought, in political and economic and social formulation
the full and unlimited sense of her highest spirit and knowledge. And
if we do that, we shall find that the best of what comes to us draped in
occidental forms, is already implied in our own ancient wisdom and has
there a greater spirit behind it, a profounder truth and self-knowledge
and the capacity of a will to nobler and more ideal formations. Only we
need to work out thoroughly in life what we have always known in the
spirit. There and nowhere else lies the secret of the needed harmony
between the essential meaning of our past culture and the environmental
requirements of our future.

Devaoted Servants of Jndia

A band of men is needed who can give up everything for their country,
whose sole thought and occupation shall be the stimulation of the
movement by whatever means the moment suggests or opportunity
allows. If such a band can be got together, then only will real work as
distinct from the work of preparation be possible; for the salvation of a
country cannot be the work of our leisure moments, the product of our
superfluous energy or the result of a selfish life in which the country comes
in only forthe leavings. Devoted servants of India are needed who will ask
for no reward, no ease, no superfluities, but only their bare maintenance
and a roof over their heads to enable them to work for her. This attitude
of utter self-abandonment is the first condition of success. Sannyasa,
utter and inexorable, tyaga, unreserved and pitiless, mumukshutwa,



burning and insatiable, must be the stamp of the true servant of India.
Academical knowledge, power of debate, laborious study of problems,
the habit of ease and luxury at home and slow and tentative work abroad,
the attitude of patience and leisurely self-preparation are not for this era
or for this country.

An immense and incalculable revolution is at hand and its instruments
must be themselves immense in their aspiration, uncalculating in their
self-immolation. A sacrifice of which the mightiest yajna of old can only
be a feeble type and far-off shadow, has to be instituted and the victims
of that sacrifice are ourselves, our lives, our property, our hopes, our
ambitions, all that is personal and not of God, all that is devoted to our
own service and taken from the service of the country. The greatest must
fall as victims before the God of the sacrifice is satisfied. Whoever is afraid
for himself, afraid for his property, afraid for his kith and kin, afraid for his
vanity, self-interest, glory, ease or liberty, had better stand aside from the
sacrifice, for at any time the call may come to him to lay down all these
upon the altar.

Jhe Past and the Future

The new dynamic truths we have to discover need not be parked within
the limited truth of a past ideal. On our past and present ideals we have
to turn the searchlight of the spirit and see whether they have not to be
surpassed or enlarged or broughtinto consonance with new wider ideals.



All we do or create must be consistent with the abiding spirit of India, but
framed to fit into a greater harmonised rhythm and plastic to the call
of a more luminous future. If faith in ourselves and fidelity to the spirit
of our culture are the first requisites of a continued and vigorous life, a
recognition of greater possibilities is a condition not less indispensable.
There cannot be a healthy and victorious survival if we make of the past a
fetish instead of an inspiring impulse.

The Strength s in Jterself

What will support her under the stress of the agony she will have to
undergo? What strength will help her to shake off the weaknesses which
have crowded in on her? How will she raise herself from the dust whom a
thousand shackles bind down? Only the strength of a superhuman ideal,
only the gigantic force of a superhuman will, only the vehemence of an
effort which transcends all that man has done and approaches divinity.
Where will she find that strength, that force, that vehemence? In herself....
India has in herself a faith of superhuman virtue to accomplish miracles,
to deliver herself out of irrefragable bondage, to bring God down upon
earth. She has a secret of will power which no other nation possesses. All
she needs to rouse in her that faith, that will, is an ideal which will induce
her to make the effort....



uW Ot

Creating the Next Future
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contribute to the creation of a better and happier tomorrow for all and the building of a
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Society House, No.11, St. Martin Street, Puducherry — 605 001, India.
www.aurosociety.org

FACEBOOK aurosociety
YOUTUBE aurosocietypondy
INSTAGRAM sriaurobindosocietyofficial




